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Captain GEORGE CUSACK. 


ty -may-men and Land-Robbers, but. 

B\: Piracies'and Sea-Robbers being, 

y) for‘ the moft part either under the 

=) guard & protection offomeStates, 
Arcot) that avowedly drive: this infam- . 
UIA ous Traffieck; as they of Algiers 
. ~ «and Salley. do; or onthe pretence - 


of ai Commiffion from -fome Prince engaged in.a War 

withhis: Néighbours:; therefore it 1s‘hoped that the fol=.. 
lowing Account fhalb be-recéived- and read generally, 

fihce iticontains’ fome of the paffages of the’ moft’ fignal 
Sea-Robber; that perhaps this Age hath known; ‘who en. 
courag’d with fuccefs, did with a moft daring botdnefs, 
drive that curfed: Trade. for: years, and not’ sage 
pe. | ARS? With . 


C4) | | 
“with one misfortune,continued and improved in his vil+} 
_ Jainous courfe of life, tillat length this Captain George} 

_Cufack (for that’ was his name) was taken, and being} 
-,ound guilty of unparallell’d Crimes, was put todeath at} 
“the Execution Dock on Monday the Eighteenth of Fa-| 
-wuary;1674. according to the Sentence paft upon him. | 


Ce Cufack Son to one Mr. Cufack of Gran ftowen\ 
| in the County of Eaff-Meath in Ireland, was bred} 
-a Scholarand a Roman Catholick, and was difpofed by) 
“his Parents for a Fryer, but the witdnefs of his youth 
“not agreeing with a Religious Life, made him firft fob) 
his neareft Kinfman Mr. Benediét Arthur of Sixty pounds’ 
‘and his Watch within two Miles of Dublin im the year! 
533 after which he went to ferve as a private Souldier: 
in Flanders, but the feverity of that Difcipline not-a-' 
-grecing with his loofer'temper, he did betake himfelf! 
to Sea-Service in [everal Privateers, where he continu-' 
ed forfome timein a private capacity 5 but after frequent 
removals, his firft Rife was to the degree of a Gunners’ 


Mate aboard of Captain North, in a Voyageto Guinneys 
“where being very mutinous, and ufual punifhments not | 
‘being able to keep him in order, his Captain put him: 
_ aboard the Gift Frigate, Captain Reynolds Commander, 

in whom he fayled to Barbadoes; and after his return ' 
entred himfelfa Midfhip-man aboard Sir Edward Spragee: 


es by whom being employed asa Prefs-Mafter in the for-' 


mer Dutch War, amongft many others he preftone that’! 
was in the hands of the Bayliffs, taken by them upon’ 
Execution, and carried him clear away; for which and 
for being a grand Mutineer, he was afterward feized, 
and committed a Prifoner to the Marfhalfey for fome’ 
PAROS Dosti nae RiGk Dsaod) ne See 
_ Butat lat being fet atliberty, and having refolutions: 

| 7 to 


‘to raife himfelf by any finifterwayes, and determining 
‘to furprize and run away with the firft good Ship he 
‘could get employment in, it fo happened, that in the 
year 1668. being at Cadiz in Spain, he was entertainea 
asGunner aboard the Hopewell of Tangier, Captain Lam- 
hert Bartholomew Welters Commander, a Veflel ofabout 
250 Tuns, and 24 Guns, bound from Tangier to Vir- 
ginia, and richly laden, who fayling from Cadiz the {c~ 
cond of September, andthe next day {pringing a Leak, 
thereupon by the general opinion of Officers aboard, 
it. was thought beft to put in at the Grand Canardes to 
| ftop it, where meeting with contrary winds, they con- 
{trained them to make more Southerly. Upon the Eighth 
of Odober followingat One of the Clock in the Morning, 
being in 24 Degrees and about 40 Minutes Northern 
Latitude, and about 220 Englifh Leagues Weftward 
from Terre, ‘the faid George Cufack, yal one Richard 
P.irflom, ‘oneof the Mates or Pilots, and {évera] others 
of their Confederates, having privately armed them- 
{elves, fell upon the Watches, and by violence feized 
the faid Captain Lambert, Thomas Power Merchant and 
Supercargo of the faid Veflel, Dawiel Gilfon chief Mate, 
dperher with the Boatfwain, Carpenter, Butler, and fe- 
veral others, having firft through the great Cabbin door 
hot the Gabbin-Boy through the Thigh, and the Car- 
penterupon the Deck through the Buttock, whom they 
alfo wounded inthe Arm, ‘together with the Boat{wain, 
_allwhomthis Cuz edoramiaded unto the Round-houfe, 
placing ‘Guards over them, where they apprehended e- 
very minute to be murdered and thrown over-board 5 
‘atlaft he hawled out the {mall Boat of tht Ship, and-by 
violence forced into the Boat Captain Lambert, with 
the chief Mate, the wounded Carpenter, the Butler 
with threeSeamen more, whom he expofed to the mer- 
rae cy 


need a || 
syof theOcean; denying-them the:Long-boat, though| 
they: begged. it upon therr-knees, without: giving: any) 
reaion for fo inbumane-an action, or having: any pros! 
yocation: thereunto. 264, ui skin eb Sane ae : 
. The faid:-Dhontas-Power being: commanded: out of the’ 
to bethe principal: Confpirator,. defired to: fpeak a few. 
words-with.him-before hé was putoff,, whoreplied, Ged 
damme, what you have. tofay, fay quicklys, whereupon, the - 
{xid: Power-deficed him.to Piftol him there, rather-than. 
to.expofe himto-the mercy of the Sea, forhe had rather: | 
dye a fudden death,, than-a; certain: lingering ones but: 
withall told. him, he: concetv d: he had: a better way for, 
the faving. of his life, fora day: or two. might be of ufé 
to: him.till he had taken an accompt of the Ships Cargo, 8° 


) 


how. fic was ftored’ with Water and. Provifion, whielt| 
} 


having, done, he might, Piftol him, or throw him over- 
board. at pleafures. Upon: which the faid: Cufack, forthe | 
tinder the command! of: twe. Mufquetiers;, ftraitly char=\, 
ging them upon: pain of:death to.fheot himif he-fpoke:| 
of the Gun-room by.one Edward Barry,and forced away, 
Culack, together with Barlow, the fame day broke open: 
Captain Lambert's, Chefts, and there divided betwixt, 
them alb the Goods and: Money 11: equal proportion, 
together with all the things-of value belonging to Cap-, 
tain Lambertin the great Cabbin; declaring: their refo, 
lution of running-away: with the Ship.and.Cargo, and 

} 


of taking orfinkingal! Ships or: Veflelsthey fhould meet’, 
with belonging to.any:Nation, Englifh only:excepted=, 
promifing to: all perfons aboard thatjoyned: with: them, , 
their proportion and {hares of the Ship and Cargos to>, 
ecther,with all other Ships.they thould-afterwards take 
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ér'ftirprize, according tothe Lawes of Plerentowhich 


tion to himfelf asCaptain, and the faid Parflow as Licu- 
tenant, expreflingthe Refolutions of the Subfcribers up- 
on their Oaths to‘live and-die ‘with them in this their 
prefent defign , to which ‘thert fub{cribed one Thomas 
Carre alias’ Richardfow, formerly Gunners Mate, whom 
fe now made Mafter; one Nathanael Eftan'alias Hillor, 
who he made Mafters Mate, Mo/es White made Boat- 
Ret 3 ‘thirteen ‘Servants Gwho all voluntarily entered 
hemfelves upon'the faid Voyage for Virginia) together 
iWith moft of the Seamen, ‘many of them not daring‘to 
‘cfufe. The perfons names not fubfcribing nor corte. 
: ng being John Samnelthe former Boatfwain, fore woun- 
Ned; “facob Marrélly the Chirurgion-, Leonard oe 
he Carpeniters Mate, -"facob Cornelly the chief Boy, witk 
Hhree other Cabbin Boys, and Benjamin Walbins {ervant 
N)o the faid Thomas Power. ‘All whom they ‘forced along 


vith them. The perfons. unwillingly or conftrained- 
Leis ‘the’ Writings were, Thomus Waldfnith, 
Petjeant Andrew Mattes, ‘and one Clarkiof “Tangier Sea 
} yen. “Afiér ‘the 'feizure of the Ship'he ‘poffeffed himfelf 
Hf all Lettersand Writings relating to the Voyage, as 
} well belonging to a Lambert, a8 alfo'thofe inthe 
}polfeffion ‘of Thomas Power, except’ three Papers onely 
I Wwhich Power‘hath concealed and ‘relerved, almoft al 

vhich ‘Ke'thtew over board; left any ‘of ‘them: fhould 
lifcover his Piratical proceedings, and ‘couldnotbeper- 
waded to fave a great.large Bible that conftantly lay 
ipon the great Cabbin Table, fiom the iheiky of the 
aves, which’ whiles fome of hisown Cr r endeavour- 
sd to perfwade him to, ‘he réplyed; Tow Cowards, what 
logou think to go to Heaven ‘and do fuch Actions as thefe< 
No, I will make you Officers in Hell under me3and withthat 
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ee he ordered to ‘be drawn up in Writing an Obliga- 


threw 
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threw the Bible out at the great Cabbin window, faying,_ 
Go thou thy way Divinity, ‘what have we to do with theese | 
Upon which he prefently altered his Courfe,and fet Say], 
for Guinney, intending there to convert the ae into | 
Gold; in ten days time he run into, fourteen Degrees | 
and a half of Northern Latitude, but not.being able.to | 
find the Cape de Verde Iffands, and. being 1 norant whe- 
ther he was to Windward or Leeward of any of them, 
and not-having above a months frefh Water, he. deter-| 
mined. to Sayle, full Weft, in hopes either of falling in, 
withfome of the Mlands,. or at worft to have the adyan-. 
tage ofa Trade Wind for. Barhadoes, where he arrived, 
the fourth of November followings during this paflage, 
asalfo before, he often, follicited. Thozzas Power toclofe, 
with him in his defign,. profering him not only his own: 
_ goods, but the moyety of the Cargo befides, which, 
Power refufing, wrought in Cufack facha jealoufie of him, 
heightned with the difcontents of his Confederates, that, 
it was daily expected when Power.fhould be. murdered, 
"and thrown, over-board, , being:judged the only perfor, 
that wasinia capacity of difcovering their piratical pro- 
‘ceedings. ‘The Boat with feven men forced to Sea, be 
ing concluded without -fail loft, this merry. Crew. o 


Ww 


ten drank-to them in Hell, though indeed they. hac 
more xeafon to.conclude it. nearer to themielyes 


which they! were far enongh from having. ahy appt 
henfion. of; witne(s.their datly Song, and their drunker, 


bouts, which was ». 


5 ELFANG Jarrow, let's caft amay care. 
i. Lbon and I, and all mmft die, 
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a The Bell foal ring, the Clark fhali ie | 
The Good old Wife fhall wind us. I 
Lhe Sexton fhall lay our Bodies in Clay 
Where the Devil in Hell fhall fixd us. 


"Tn this paflage the efpied a Sayl to Windward, to 
whom fhe gave chafe fome hours, fuppofing it to be a 
Portuguize from Brazile, whom they intended to make 
a prize of, but were out-fayled by her, before their ar- 
aval at Barbadoes, where they determined to touch and 
fell for ready money, as muchof the Cargo asthey could, 

‘sallo to carry as many men as they could get. They 
forced Pomer to draw up feveral Articles of their own 
dictating, to prevent the difcovery of the Veflel, which 
they had likewife altered all they could, and now cal- 
Jed her the Valiant Prince, pretending her to belong to 
Dublin, fom whence the was fieighted to Cadiz, Indien 
with loofe Pipe-ftaves, Gc. by Cufack, Barfjow, and o- 
a3 and that there the invefted the produce of her 
30ods in the prefent Cargo aboard, and was bound 
aad and foback for Dublin; and that fhe hath 
: oft her Boat at Sea in foul weather with feven meninit; 
when fhe fprung a Leak, that fhe touch’t there to take 
| n frefh Water, and to {top her Leak only: ‘which /pre- 
ences being proclaimed at the Main-maft, it was decla- 
‘ed prefent Death to every man that gave out other- 


vile; with Order to faylforthwith, ~ 

At Carlefo Bay the Fourth of November, they faluted 
he Fort with feven Guns, who returned one: without 
Aes they keep their Courfe for Speight Bay; where 
hey hoped to Treat with more privacy and fecurity ; 
ut before they arrived’ there, a Sloop with the Kings 
Jack and Ancient out, was tr after them 5 pear 


Veffel lay by for her, and upon her coming up, invited], 
herBoataboard, who examined Cufack whence he was, 
and whither bound,. who.anfwered as formerly agreed 
on. The Boat left-one Thomas Fox aboard to bring him), 
to an Anchor in Speights Bay, who immediately acquain-. 
ted Cufack with the fafé arrival of the Boat, & the feve 
men in her that he pretended he had loft at Sea, and. 
that if he touch’t there, my Lord Walloughby would pre: 
fently. feize him; that Captain Lambert had acquainted, 
my Lord with all particulars; and that. there was a 
Privateer fetting out, that was ordered to purfue ang, 
retake hims that the faid Fox knew his defign, and re-, 
folved to-Jive and die with him. Upon which, Informa: 
tion Cufack, called for a Piftol, and alfo. Parflow fired at. 
the {mall Boat of the Sloop, but neither going off, the 
Sloop fteered away, which Cufack repented he had not 
either funk, or forcibly carriedaway with him. 

From thence he immediately refolved. for Martinice 


——— 


f 


a 


a French Ifland, and about eleven a Clock the fame 
night he was overtaken by a {mall Veflel manned om, 


by my Lord Willoughby ;. who being to Windward, anc 
within thot. of Cuzfack, he fired about eleven Guns: at 
her; upon which the Vefiel immediately tacked anc 
returned without firing a.Gun; the next Day being 
betwixt Sanda Luciaand Martinico, and being be 
calmed towards the Evening, he efpied a Katch ply; 
ing to Windward, which he made towards all he could 
but night coming on, he haled out and manned hi: 
Long-Boat: with, twelve men, whom-he doubly armed; 
and commanded them to Board and take her whatlo: 
ever fhe was; the Long-Boat haling her, received thi; 
account, Thatfhe belonged to, Flufiang, and wasbounc 
yu to Sirenam, anddefited themto, keep off 5, upon whiel 
— they durft not. atsempt her: but. Caack by. this time 


coming 


a eae kt) 3 
| othe up ( the Katch not altering her Courfe ) hailes 
her himfelf, being within Mufquet fhot, and commands 
Viet to Strike, otherwife he would fink hers but nec 
ving no anfwer, he fired about ten Guns at her, befides 
‘ome Small-fhot, thinking himflf fure of her; but in 
half an hours time fhe got the Windward and efcaped’s 
but what damage is uncertain. - ies fae | 
| The Eighth of November being Sunday, by break of 
day, with the King’s fack and Ancient out he came to 
an Anchor, betwixtthe Town of Martinico and Carbat, 
giving himfclf out for 4 Maz of War, bound from Le 
) don to Famaica; that he intended to touch at,..but had 
mifled Barbadoes, and, wanting-Water and Wood touch- 
ed there to fupply himfelf, which all the men-aboard 
were then to give out upon pain of Death. With thefe 
aretences he-fent his Boat afhore to the Fort, in which 
yeturned aboard. with him: one Mr. Bleke an Englith- 
nan, pretending. himfelfe an: Interpreter,, with. two 


Zriglifh-men more, and fome French,, who acquainted: 
} im, thatthe Governout was at Carbat at. Church; and: 
) hat it was both cuftomary. for others; and would bene- 


e Looking- 

go afhore, 
wer: the 
vice then’ 


Y;, not only to difcover the piratical> 

 Cufack,, but. toi recover thé? Veflel:and’ 
“argo, and bring the Pirates to condigne punifhment, 
. | Be acquaints 


> a te sa * 


4e's | 
acquaints the Governour with the fum and fubftance of) 
‘what has been here related touching the Ship in the pre-}, 
fence of Cufack, which was interpreted to him by the) 
Black in the prefence and hearing of two or three En-) 
glifh-men more and many French, defiring the Gover- | 
nour that he would fecure Cufack, with the Boats Cresv), 
(whoallalledged their Veflela Man of War, and Powery 
only a Paffenger, whom they were to deliverat Famai-\ 
ca, to which they were all ready to give their Oaths») 
Power. profering to make good the Truth of his accufa-: 
tion with his Life, and for the better fatisfaction of the! 
Governor, then preduced the Orders and Inftructionsofi 
his-Principals, together with his Letter of Attorney, and) 
Captain Lambert's General Bill of Lading, figned with 
his own hand, (which Papers, it feems, Power had pri- 
vately fecured) defiring they might be reads but Moz- 
fieur ia Bier would neither fuffer them to be read, non) 
“fecure Cufack, nor prote&t Power, nor fend for other Te+ 
ftimonies from aboard, though he was earneftly entrea-i 
ted to do it; only ordered Power to draw up in writing) 
what he had-to charge Cufack with, and he would give’ 
him a-farthér hearing: Power not being believed, and 
being forced to fhift for himfelf, Cufack with what men’ 
hecould getmakes hafteaboards and not daring to {tay 

to weigh his Anchor, cuts his Cable the fame night, and! 
ftands off to Sea; and the next Morning early fends his 
Boat afhore doubly arm’d to Leeward of the Town , 
and Waters.and Woods by force, or at leaft by private. 
connivencen® Wisi bits Sbub3> O07 Ih, Sl | oe | 
From thence he makes for Mountferrat, where he and’ 

the reft of his Confederates being under thefenfe of they: 

*® own guilt, and knowing themfelves fully difcovered ; 
endeavoured to piece up a kind of agreement with the 
Governour Golonel Stapletor, but not daring to hi | 
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| O33) | 
| themfelves under his power, and beinginformed that my 
‘Lord! Willoughby was then upon his way for Exgland, and 
\intended to vifit and ftrengthen theLeeward Iflands in 
jhispaflage, he withdrew himfelf to a {mall Iland called 
Anguilla, where the Governour Captain Howe! (being 
\mformed of their villany, by the difperfed intelligence of 
Power) wponhis coming afhore {eized himand his Boats. 
Crew, the particulars whereof you have here expofed to- 
your perufal as it was taken out of Cujacks own Journal, 
ander hisown hand-writing, by which you may notonly 
Mifcover the nature of the man, butfrom thence experi- 
ence how cuftom in fin begets infome men an opinion 
ofthe lawfulnefs of their actions, though never fe crimi- 
val, villainous or injurious. gts 
_ December the 9th. 1668. Iwentathore, fayshe, with. 
ive mento lookafter fix menthatrunn’d from the Ship, 
jndfome fivemiles in the Country after [drunk a little 
(pe Captain Hews, one Roch comes in and told me. 
hat two Dutchmen run away with the Boat, and hear- 
)\ng this Iarofe to goaway, and f{tept fome 4oor 50 paces. 
}\romthe Houfe, they told me if I went any further I was, 
_dead man, then I did fuppofe I was betrayed; then 
} tame one fuddenly and profered to lay holdon me, think- . 
og that I had nothing but my Cane, withthat Ipull'd 
uta Pocket Piftol and bid him ftand off;. andfo came. 
hrough twoof their ambufhes, meeting in my way one 
their Lieutenants, called Lieutenant Derrick, whom I, 
ruft in amoneft the reft of his conforts in the wood, , 
nd fo going along until ry wearied leggs_mifling the . 
ath-way were forced .intothe woods, wherethey were 
ifficiently torn, till at laftbeing.very dry. with fuch un- - 
itiable thirft, I found a puddle of rain water which con- - 
ained to the value of a pint betwixt two Rocks, fharing 
every one his portion, we marched further, and being. 
|)? 3g | : ; troubled. 


‘troubled with the former t 


C14) an 
hirft, wefpied a Houfe 1m the | 


-_wildernefS butthe place a little plainer, where I efpiedia | 
woman big with child, fearing to fright the woman we | 


asked for fome water which fhetendred to us at our re-|. 


-gueft, and withall taking notice of our wearied limbs to} 


Band 
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uftlida which neverdid familiar himfelf with men, but 


be fearce ableto fuftain our bodiestreated me with-acivil|, 
entertainment in her houfe, which was a Cup of cold) 
water, being at that prefent more welcome to me than) 
Gold, there [{tayed for two hours:to: revive my thirfty 
foul which breathed for air, after this little fpaceof time, 
comes one Fohn Merideth,and one Bedhell,both Merchants | 
who courted me to yield upon terms, and deliver my 
Sword and Piftolste them, andthe Governour fhould do 
the fame,to which I did giveconfentbeing unable to live 
in thofefolitary and rather venemous woods, where Mir- 
wings & Mufenlers fting’dusas badas Wafps, then’ honour! 
was forced to-yield: to unworthinefS, foras afloonas the: 
Governor (orrathera Swine driver) had fj pied'my Rapier: 
inone of thofé Gentlemenshands‘lie forced him‘to delix 
ver my RapierandPiftols, and this finifhed, till the next’ 
day following he fiimmonned'meagain, and T delivered! 
my felfup upon conditions that Ifould have all my: 
cloathes and moneys belonging unto mein the Ship. But! 
‘what could Texpeét of a rebellious and unworthy Baw’ 


with wild goatsin thofe woods, he left me with one fiite of 
cloaths and’ one-fhirt to my back, continuing among 
thofe Satyrs from the eighth day to the fifteenth,to requite 
my former kindnef fent up with me! two more, the Boat 
{wain and: another, all threein Irons, down a Shallops' 
hold, denyingme only to breathin the Hatch-way, as 
that Thad perpetrated the greateft murder in the world, 
which wasa great vexationtomy Spirit, which with great 
courage being never infériour to any, overcame this 
villainous action with patience. li 


~ 
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|. Iewould be too tedious to infers kere the havock that was 


| waadeof the Ship and Cargo and Stores, with the hard 
ujage of Captain Lambert, and the Supercargo Power, 

» the delign wf this Paper being only to purfue the life and 
attion of Cutack who from hence was fent up in Irons to 
 Barbado’s, where being committed to the Marfhals Cr- 
flody, and afierwards to the Common-Goal, he with (e- 
-werad other Felons broke Prifon, and {eizing upon ar 
empty Boat ventured to Sea, and touching at an In- 
dian {land or to to refiefh themfelves got down to 
_ Tattodos 2Frenchiiland, where being arrived he met 
_ withan opportunity of furprizing another Ship to agrea- 
ter value, the Particulars whereof youhave as followeth, 


_ A Prigat of 230 Tunsand 28Guns mounted, called: 
ihe Saint Fofeph, belonging to David Godfry of Lishon 

Aerchant, andothers hispartners then refiding at Rockel, 
) emg laden with CampeachWood, Varenus Tobacco, Coco, 


nd other Merchandize to the value of 125000 pieces 


) t Eight,whereof 20000 were in ready money, and being 
) eady tofail in the Monthof March 1669. whereof one 


eter Afdel was Captain, and. Stephen Goliard Merchant 
a Supercargo; who confideringthe hazard the Ship and: 
argo might run by the Spawify Men of War in thofe parts, . 
vho thake prize of all Ships but their own betwixt the 
ropick, thought itconvenient for the better fecurity of — 
ieShip to ftrengthen her with asmany menasthey could 
onveniently get,and amongft many othersunfortunately | 
sceived aboard GeorgeCujack and his Fellows, who ha-- 
ing now been ufed and pretty well experimented in the - 
‘tadeof farprizing, and having before-hand contrived 
: agreed upon their defigned Treachery,the Firft of A- 


yi follox ing being the fame night oftheir depart sie y | 
: | ell 
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C16.) | 
fell upon the Mafter and Merchant, and the reft of the } 
French aboard being 27 in number, whom having matte- | 
red and fecured in the Hold, they immediately fet Sayl) 
for Carthagine, and there expofed them to the:mercy of) 
the Spaviards their fore enemies without any relief or? 
maintenance in amoft miferable condition, where they" 
remained 17 Months inclofe Imprifonment 5 he and his! 
followersin the meantime making for New-England, con-' 
-cludethey might now pafs with more fecurity and out of 
~ fear of dilcovery, the proprietors being in no condition to’ 
purfue them or difperie Intelligence concerning the faG;; 
during this paflage we may reatenably conclude their car 
riageand behaviour was not much different from that of 
their former, if weconfider only the new name they gave 
the fecond Piratical purchafe, calling her now by the 
name ofthe Flying Devil, asindeed the might be foterm' 
ed, as having none but Devils aboard her; however! 
though the wind that fills Pyrats Sayls does inno cate’ 
juftifietheir actions, they thortly after arrived fafely up’ 
on the Coaftsof New-England, where ina fhorttime the ' 
difpofed of the Cargo of their Veffel, and roe | 
burntthe Hull,as will appear more particularly by theen! 
fuing Letter from thence: Sets Piet tl 
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Bofton, N.E. Decemb. 23. 1673. 
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Mr. GEORGE NEVIL, an ae 
wy R, Yours by Mr.Tury I received, and foould har, 
been glad without the recommendation of our Kinfiwa 
uponthat common account of Courtefie and alfiftance, that tl 
courfe of Commerce and obligations of humanity is due i 
fivangers to have opportunities and means to ‘have anfwere 
tS : eae pax iray: yor 


Veme, and find that the furifdiGion under which I live, viz. 
Vbe Colonie, xever countenanced the importation of any of his 
Commodities, but upon penalty of forfeiture interdided the 
lame, however fone of the inhabitants of this place, and perfens 
if confiderableintereft and eftates concerned them|cloes with 
\he perfor that purchafédthe Cargo, andlanded and difpofed 
of the fame in the Colonie of New-Plimouth, and alfo 
nade purckafe of the Ship, and incxchange furnifhed the Py- 
ate with a fmallueffel or two totranfport himfelf e Comrades, 
ind upon confiderationthat the Frigat was not worth fetting 
0 Sea or not worthy to drink any other water, tke Artillery, 
auunition, Sayles and Furnitures being fecured they burnt 
i\he bottom. Iunderftand that the common people of this Co- 
hs manifelted agreat diffatisfattion atthe concernment of 
hofe that intereftedthem/elves, al[othat the authority refented 
j¢ fame, and took fecurity frome one Dominick Bodkin az 
jnith san, the principal correfpondent with Cufack,to refpond 
ke claims of fuchas were concerned inthe faid Ship,and fhould 
: a year and a day profecutethe fame but the faid teru be- 
¢ elapfed and no demand made, hie Bonds became void,and 
ely the improving of what his profit was there , is becomeve- 

) confiderable, and this year hath been here with avery rich 
\atgos and had the order you intimate met hin, it might polfi- 
have prevailed for {ome covspetent Jatisfaction, tke Magi- 
‘ratesand People hearing a general difplacency againft thofe 
vat were concerned, but himin particular, as being the only and 
umediate Agent; he is gone hence for Virginia and thence is 
tended for Flanders, with at leaft a 1000 Hogsieads of To- 
8CCO 72 two Ships upon his HT and-in regard his: 
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fuceft able 
gain. Hereby your felf or friends may know how to govern 
their expectations, and wherein Imay ferveyon or them. I foal! U 
be ready toaffure you I an. Liat anim ame ff 


Your faithful friend and fervant, 
| Richard Wharton. . i 
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Cufack having, thus altered the property both of Vet 
feland goods, and being no doubt plentifully{tored both’ 
with moniesand rich goods, hisinfatiate defire ftill thirft- 
ing after more, he could not forbear enlarging his own’ 
fhare, though with the lofs. of feveral of his own Crew, 
whobeing big with expectations of their proportions of 
the whole product, and being refolved to be more than, 
ordinarily merry afhore, at parting -he gives thema‘inall 
fam of money tothat purpofé, and whilft they were in’ 
the height of their merriment, he with the reft of his 
Countrymenand principal Confederates make all the Sail 
they could, leaving their Fellowsas empty of their hope j 
as fulloftheir liquor, a pleafant butnotfufficient reward’ 
for fuch villains. Hence hefteers hts courfe for Ireland, 
and though report givesanaccompt of fomefmall depre- 
dations he was guilty of in his way thither, yet I am 
unwilling to trouble the Reader with matters of uncer’ 
tainty , his whole life.being .a feries of continued Vil. ! 
lainies, of which.there are. too many and too true in: 
{tances.. +5 5) Se a 4 

Beingtherefore arrived in Ireland, _and having difpo, 
fed of the productot hisill gotten purchafes ashe thought 
moft convenient, and thathe mightfollow his old trade 
with lefs-fafpicion, he provides himfelf:with an: old 


= 


me 


Greenland. Shallop, and with others of his Crew putting 
| tri , tc 
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: Hi Sea, in Saint George his Channel they meet witha. 
| Malligo Ship of Twenty four Guns, fraighted by own Mr. «Ma la 
Pram , and bound for Glafco in Scotland ; whom er | 
they made towards all they could, and coming up with Slotgow | 
her pretended themfelves to be Shipwrackt men, and | 
were ready to ftarvefor want of fuftenance, the Captain 
put of pitty received them aboard asdiftrefled men, and 
“having plentifully relieved them withal] things necefla- 
‘y, little expecting fo fad areturn of his kindnefs, they 
‘ccording to their wonted cuftom feized the Veficl, and 
‘arried her for GaWoway in Ireland, where they difpo- 
jed-of her and her Cargo, and fent the Captain and his 
pe in the Greenland Shallop to the mercy of the Seas, 
who by Gods providence gotthe Exglifh thores. 


: But now his many and frequent Piracies having ren= 
jlred him nctoriousin thofe Seas,he thought it moft {afe to 
‘etire himfelf forfome time within land, and to that end 
laving provided himfelf with Horfes, he aflociates him- 
lf with a Company of Tories, andafter many robberies, 
€could not forbear falling upon the Houfe of one W7l- 
uChanvelly a Quaker, for which fome Months after he 

Was apprehended aud committed to Prifon in Dublin, 
lere putting in Bail for his appearance the Term fol- 
Wing, in the interim he made for Exgland, acquaint- 

ag his Bail that he was gone thither to endeavor to pro- 
urehis pardon, whichit he obtained he would then re- 
rn in certain weeks, otherwife he mutt fhift for him- 


| Affer his privateabodein England for fome time, he 

Vent over for Holland,where prying toand again for {ome 

‘Avantage, and pretending to have deferted the French 

Besa end that he intended for England, having {e- 
O 


eral ‘affociates along with him he became acquainted 
ao | C2 .F with 
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with one Simon Harcourt, who was takenon by one Mr. 
Calboon owner of the Ship Robert, for. Mafter of that Ship || 


upon a Voyage to Nemeafile, with whom confederating || 
fox the furprize of the Veflel, they accordingly effettel 

their defign as particularly appears by the depofitions 
following. ips : || 
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Edward Crefwel of London-derry ~aketh Oath, that 
about the firtt day of July /aft p fe being aboard the | 
Ship, called the Robert, ome Mr. Calhoone Leng | 
owner, the faid Ship being bound from Amfterdam fo | 
Newcaftle, ove Symon Hareourt being Mafter, did 
take in one Smith, alias Dixon, alias Culack, with fe- | 
veral others of the faid Cufacks Companions, pretend: 
ing themfelves tobe paffengers, and the faid Ship being 
at Sea, this Deponent didofien obferve the faid Har- 
court avd Culack and the reft of the pretended Pajf- 
fengers whifpering together, which gave this Depo-| 
nent cau{e to believe, that the faid Harcourt and Cu- 
fack, and the reft of his pretended Paffengers, did 
intend to furprize and feize the faid Ship; {oor after 
one of Cufacks Companions ( this Deponent being & 
fleep) came to him with a Sword drawn in bis hand, 
and did awake this Deponent ftriking him over the 

_ face with the flat of bis Sword, and calling him Dog, 
Swearing feveral Oaths, ufing the Deponent im 4 very 
ill manner, and faid the Ship was their own, and tha 
they feized her by Vertue of a French Commiffion, and 
afterward came up with three S hips, twoSwedes, 4 nd, 
one Dane, and Robb'dthem, leaving then not fo muck 
as Viduals to. maintain them for Tmenty four Hours: 
having taken their Sails, Cables and Anchors, leaving 
-. themto the mercy of the Sea, and one Main-Sail; ane 
having begged on their knees for their Fore-Sail, ant 
ROE SETRIOG. 9 fhe Taye QUOLs C278! “SE ee | 
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ee Car) 
Anchor, in apalfion they let their Water go out of their 
Casks which was moredear to then: than their Vituals,, 
he bidding them go,whe Devil would furnifh them with 
Sails and Anchors; this Deponent having humbly 
begged for a Sute of his ownCloaths, after all being taken 
| 
| 
| 
. 


eae 


fron him but bis Shirt and his Drawers, Culack with 
his Sword drawn caufedhin toleap over board, and if 
the Danes Bout had not Leen near, (whone they bad 

- Robb'd) this Deponent had been drowned; and this 
Deponent further maketh Oath that they tock out of 
the faid Swede Ship, a parcel of Dollars to the value of 
1000. #% this Deponent ov Oath belreves, with much 

_ other Merchant goods; It was made out upon Oath by 
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the Majfter of the faid Swede Ship, before theCouneil 
~ of Elfenore,, that he did take out of the faid Ship all the 
» Viduals and Water, excepting half a Barrel of Water 
and alittle broken Bifquet, and is them but with one. 
Sail andone Anchor, and that the faid Ship was left 
to the mercy of the Sea, having fourteen days Sailing 
~ to. Elfenore. his | 


a a 


Jurat. the 22 dayof September, 1674. 
eoram me, Ma. Bramftou. 


| Being pofleffed of the Veffel, foon after that he fei- 
¥ed another Ship called the Saint Avze of 500 Tuns, 
bound from Norway to London with Timber and Deals,. 
| hiefly belonging to Captain Storter of the Bank-fides 
\nd'at the fame time feized an old Fly-Boat belonging 
jo a Dave, which after having plundred and taken a-- 
Way her Fore-fayl, with one Anchor and a Cable, and 
itterly difabled her, he put the men into. her that be-- 
Jonged to the Saint Awe, and turned her adiift, whom. 
t pleafed God , after much hazzard and hard{hip, to- 
| tnd fate afhorenear Yarmouth; but he immediatly Gy. 
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“led with the Saint Azneto Aberdeen in Scotland, where 
Chaving difpoted of parcel of her loading by the way)|’ 
he fold her and her remaining lading for betwixt 2nd) 
3 hundred pound,though fhe was efteemed worth about’ 
threethoufand pound:after which he came to the Thames,, 
and had the confidence to come to an Anchor betwixt. 
the Forts at Gravefed, where he continued twonights 
and a day; but not finding himfelffecure there, he re- 
tired to Lee-Road, where he lay nine days before any 
difcovery was made of him; but notice being givento 
one Lieutenant Colonel Kexnedy, (who was the manthat | 
took him) by the Owner of the Ship Robert of her fur- 
prize, and Lieutenant Colonel Kezwedy receiving inti- 
mation of her being at Lee, obtained a Warrant for her 
apprehenfion from the Court of Admiralty, which wa: 


accordingly executed, as appears by the following De. 
pofition. | es ee | 


James Dalton of Saint Giles in the Fields, i the Coumty 
of Middlefex, zzaketh Oath, that ke this Deponent 
on the twenty fourth of Augult laf? came to Lee with 
Lieutenant Colonel Ketnedy, about ten of theClock in 
the Evening, and the faid Colonel Kennedy then ha- 

ving a Warrant from the Fudge of the Admiralty to 

_feize a Ship called the Robert, this Deponent then, 

knowing her to be a Robber or Pirate, for he Jailed in, 

5 her when fhe belonged to one Mr. Calhoone the ri ht 
a Owner, and was on board her when fhe was furprifed 
by Captain Cufack, alias Smith, alas Dixon, who, 
‘then came as a Paffenger in her from Amfterdam. a- 
bout Jane laft, about four Leagues from the Fly, the 
aid Smith, alias Dixon, alias Cufack, feized the faid 

_ Ships and a few hours after came up with three Ships, 
Viz. two Swedes and one Dane, and robbed ee of 

. ie ees their 


) 
their Sayls, Anchors, Merckandize, and Provifon, 
—— deavingnothing but one Sayl and Anchor to each, and 
left them to the-mercy of God and the Sea, and eame 
into Alford Creek, and fold the Plunder there, this 
_ Deponent being then one of the Ships Companys, all 
which this Deponent informed the Fuftice of in the pre- 
fence of the faid Lieutenant Colonel Kennedy when 
they came to hine with the Warrant of Admiralty to 
_ feize the faid Ship: and further, that he was a woto- 
rious and defperate perfon, he cared aot what he did. 
_ | And this Deponent too then delired the [aid Fuftice to 
be very careful of the Prifoners which he had on shore 
ont of the Ship, for they would ufe all violent and de- 
- fperate means to carry off the faid Ship, their lives 
| being at ftake:. and the faid Fuftice replyed, they were 
all honeft men, the Ship fhould not be taken. away, he. 
would fecure it, which he faid im prefence of Colonel 
__ Kennedy and ove Mr. Dermot.and others 5 notwith-_ 
— flanding that the faid Fustice did fay, that he had a | 
_ fufpicion of thent the next Morning after the Ship | 
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Came. 


Jurat. 18.-die Septemb. 167 4. oi 


Coramme, Mz. Bramfton. . 
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Warrant: which being obtained, he returned with one 
of his Majefties Yachts, and Mr. Foynes the Marfhal of} 
the Admiralty, who purfued the {aid Veflel, and found) 
her at Anchor near the E/fex-fhore, waiting for more of 
their Comrades to come aboard. When Cxfack faw thd 
Kings Yacht and Colours, he would have engaged, but 
hismen would not : he being onthe Deck with aPiftol 
ineach hand, fwore God dane himthat he fhould be banged) 
which was tothe great grief and lofs of many a Merchant} 
that his Oath wasnot fooner kept, andtothe good of 0} 
thers fo foon, leaving hisShip plentitully victualled with 
frefh Meat; for he and his Crew the two Nights they, 
were gone had ftolen a number of Sheep from Effex, ac} 
cording to their wonted cuftom, whereof fome killed) 
fome alive were found aboard : he was conftrained with 
the re{t to fubmit himfelfa Prifoner, and from thence, 
was brought and committed to the Marfhalfey 1n South 


wark, | 


“Tt now remains, that I give you an Account of the Try: 
"al and Sentence of this famous Pirate, which it 
he better taken than from the Accompt then, which 


followeth. 


— PATER ger eg EIS EL 8 TER a ae 


ing jody Aaa 
an a Ke 


Exact Narrative 
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BReYALS 


OF THE 


PYRATS: 


\All the Proceepines at the late Goal- 


Delivery of the Admiralty, Held inthe O/4-Bayly, on 
Thurfday and Saturday, the 7thand gth of Fan. 167%. 


ae WHERE 
Eight Perfons were Condemned to dye. 772. - 


Capt. George Cufack, alias }( Gerrard Stack. 
Dixon, alias Smith. Henry Lovewell. 
Gerrard Coundon. Symon Harcourt. 

William Collingwood. Michael Fitz-Gerald. 


‘For taking,and Robbing Two Ships, viz. the Robert,near 
the Fly: And the Aune on the Dogger-Sands 5 Wich 

| feveral others. . 

\4nd many other Circumftances there very Remarkable: The 
_ like Court having not been held for many years before. 


Printed in the Year, 1675. 
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| Delivery of the Adiniralty ; Held in the O/d-Baily, 
/3 on Zhurfday, and Saturday, the 7th and | 
——gth of Fannary, 167%. 


Dixon, and at other times Smith, with fe- 
, veral of his Confederates, having been de- 
} tained above Six Months Priloncrs in the 


of Faneary Toftant, at Fuflice-Hallin the Old-Batly, as a 


Place moft convenient for that purpole. But this 
D 2 Captain 


Which at laft was appointed to be on Zhu7/day the 7th 


Tryals of the Pyrats ; 


| All the Proceepines at the late Goal- 


g ~~ Aptain George Cufack , fometimes called 


 Marfbalfes, in order to their LGVals ee 


a 
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C28). 
Captain, being it feems Confcious to his own Merits, | 
and apprehentive of the Danger ; on A/unday before 
inthe Night-time, broke Prifon ; ee firft down 
a Chimney into a lower Chamber, and then by a 
Rope into a Garden, and fo Cleverly made his Efcape: | 
And could not be heard of till this very Zhar/day, juft | 
as the Court was going to fit. At =| 
At which time, Diligent Enquiry having been 
made all wayes,and Rewards promifed for his Difco- 
very, Newscame, That there was notice of him at 
a.certain Houle towards the Upper end of Ho/bourn, 
Where immediately after he wastakenin Bed with 
a Woman, who was brought along with him, forth- 
with to the O/d-Baily, and was by {ome reported to be 
his Sifter. The other Prifoners.were brought over 
the Water with a ftrong Guard. 


The Court was held by a Special Commiffion of 
Over and Zerminer , and Goal-Delivery, directed to 


Honourable Perfons of the Court of dmiralty; and ! 
feveral of his Majefties Juftices of the Courts at Wef.  ' 
minfler, &c. A Silver Oar was born before the Fudge 
of the -<dmiralty, And Three Anchors put upon a 
Cloth above the Kings-Arms, over the Bench. 

The Judge after the Commifiion read, gave his. 
Charge to the Grand-Inqueft, in an Excellent Ora- 
tion, acquainting them with his Majeftie’s Right of 
Soveraignty over the Britifh Seas , even to the very 
Shoars of his Neighbours. ‘That they have alwayes_ 
been accounted, The Royal Chambers of our Englith: 
Monarchs: Whofe Jurifdiction extends to punifh all 
Outrages, Violences and Offences whatfoever, com-. 
mitted thereupon, by any perfons, (whether his Sub- 
jects, or Strangers,) upon Ships, Perfons, or Goods, of 
eur own Nation, or others in Amity with us. Then: 


[29], 


he thewed the heynoufnefs of the Crime of Pyracy ; 
That it was again{t the Law of Nations, Deftructive to. 


Commerce : and therefore particularly branded by our 


| Englifb Laws, by being excepted out of the benefit of 


) Clergy ; allowed in other cafes. Dividing the Of 


fences he had to give them in Charge, as the fubjects. 
of their Enquiry at thistime, into things againft the. 
Statute Law ; andthingscontrary to the Laws, Cuftoms 


| and U/fages of the Admiralty. _Oneachof which, he 
particularly enlarged. And amongift other things, 
declared the Ceremony of the Flagg, to be our King’s. 


Indubitable Right ; whereby all Ships whatloever, in 


| thofe Seas,are bound to ftrike to thole of hisMajeltie’s, 


where ever they meetthem; And that all that retufe 
foto do, are feverely punifhable by the Zavs of the 


| Admiralty,&c. 


Immediately after this, Six Prifoners were brought 


tothe Barr, viz. George Cufack, William Coundon, Ger- 
| vard Stack, Symon Harcourt, Henry Lovewell,and Vil- 

“iam Collingwood ; \Nho were Indicted, For that on the 
| Third day of Fly laft paft, they Pyratically, and Fe- 
lonioufly did fet upon a Shipcalled the Rosert, near a. 


place called the A/y, on the Coafts of Holland, And by. 


| another Indiétment, 7hat they had Felonioufly ftolln,fe- 


veral Goods out of another Ship,whofe name tothe Furours 


was unknown. Toboth thefe Zzdittments-they pleaded. 
| Not Guilty, But upon the Fvidence,the Cafe appeared. 


to be ineffeé thus: Ca/ackand others of his Company, 


| having a Defignto Rob this Ship, and underftanding, 

the Mafter wanted Sea-men, fet Twoof their Conte-. 
derates to offer their Service to him.. Where they were: 
entertained and at lait betrayed the Ship into his. 


2 


hands: which he carried itaway.. 


| The Captain at the firft took foie exceptions to the. 
ee; Jurys, . 


‘ £30] 

“Jury, not for any prejudice againft any particular 
men ofthem; but becaufe they were Citizens, wha | 
did not Che faid) underftand Maritime-Adtairs.. And) 
that it was neceflary, Sea-Captains, and Matters of 
Ships fhould have been Impannell’d. Upon which oc- 
cafion he eryed out, We wallbe Tryed (my Lord) by mem 

of our own Trade! Which being underftood in another: 
tence, made not only the Audience, but his fellow Prie. 

foners to laugh heartily. But being over-ruled in this, 
he next infifted.on a Commiffion from the French King, 
Which was read, but was found to be directed toan. 
other perion: But healledged,ic was his Kinfman,who 
had the Grant of a Commiffion at the fame time, and 
that by miftake the Commiffions were changed: and {fo 
his Kinfman’s Commiffion fent to him from Calice to. 

London, wherehe paidaSum of Money for it to the. 
French Refident: And that he not being able.to read 
French, could not perceive the Errour, but acted by it,’ 
not doubting but that it had beex hisown. And thats | 
this Ship the Robert, was never made any free Shipof. | 
Fngland. put the Owners were Dutch, and lived in’ 
Rotterdam andthat he hoped the Court would allow | 


y & 


“The Court told him, The Commifiion was nothing: 
worth. For ifit had been directed to him, (as it was» 
not) there was yet no power given hin.thereby to 
{eize Ships. of Avzland,.as this provedito be. Befides, 
they: ask’r,’ How he dur fi rake.a CommifSion from any £or-' 
reign Prince, divettly contrary to the late Treaty, and bis: 
Majeftie’s Proclamation? To which he Replyed, 7/at 
his Couemifsion bore datebefore that Proclamation, And 
befides infifted, Phat whereas by the [ndiftmzent he was 
charged with an Offence’ committed Super altum Mare, 
upon the Sea; This S hip was taken iw one of the Dutch 

| Ports, 


C3r7 


i | ie ae 


| Ports, and fo not appertaining to the Furifdittion of the 


Englith ddmiralty. But this the Witnefles refuted, 
proving fhe was taken Three Leagues out at Sea,from 
the Fly. 


This Mr. Cu/ack appeared to be aPerfon of a Clear 


Courage, and good underftanding: he pleaded very 
well for his life, but the matter was too foul to be 
watht off with good words. 


The Court having withdrawn about an hour, re- 


turned to give Judgment. Which was performed in 


moft Grave and Solid Speeches , fetting forth the na-_ 


cure, and aggravations of their Crimes, and advifing 


- them to prepare for death,&c. Captain Cufack pre- - 


fented a Petition ; wherein he begg’d his life very pa- 


theticallv : Recounting his former Services; and of-. 
y 8 : 


fering himfelf to the Service of his Majeftie’s Gallies at 
Tangier, till by his future good Demeanour and 
Services, he might wath off the ftains of his late il 


 AGions,&c. Moft of the others prefented Petitions | 
alfo, defiring Mercy and Favour of the Court: who 
_ proceeded to give Judgment. Which againit Captain 
Cufack, and the Seven others, before mentioned, to be 
- Conviéted for Pyracy and Robbery, was, hat they : 
foould be hang’d till they were dead. 
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